NOTICE OF SEWER SYSTEM
SMOKE TESTING

In the upcoming weeks, a crew will conduct smoke
testing in your neighborhood’s sanitary sewer system.
Your street will be tested during the weeks of
July 25th through August 25th of 2022.
This non-invasive test does not typically require private property access and will
usually take place Monday through Friday, from 7 am to 5 pm.
Please fill all interior drains and traps within your home to prevent possibility of
smoke from entering into your house. More details about this are on the back of
this notice.
This notice provides answers to questions you may have about what to expect on
the day of testing.

(Turn over for homeowner tips and Frequently Asked
Questions about Smoke Testing)
The Village will provide weekly updates and a more detailed schedule as work begins.
Please visit their website: www.metamoraohio.org or on Facebook - Metamora Village Council
(see Facebook logo above)

Smoke Testing FAQS
What is the purpose of smoke testing and how will it be conducted?
Smoke testing is used to find possible leaks in the sanitary sewer system. During this test, non-toxic, artificially
created smoke (like an artificial fog machine) is blown into access points (manholes) in the pipe. This smoke
will escape through defects in the pipe, such as holes or cracks, or through illicit connections such as roof
leaders, and be visible above ground. Smoke coming from plumbing vents and manhole rims is normal during
this test. The plumes may be marked with flags, and defects will be noted. The plumes or markers may also be
photographed. The Police and Fire Departments will be notified of smoke testing plans.

Do I need to be at home during smoke testing?

No.

What do I need to do to prepare for smoke testing?
Make sure that all drain traps under sinks, toilets, washing facilities and floor drains including those in your
basement have water in them. To fill them, simply run each faucet for 30 to 60 seconds, flush toilets or fill the
drains with about 3 cups of water. We recommend doing this trap filling weekly during the project duration.
This really addresses older homes, unused fixtures (i.e. basement sink that hasn’t been used for 2 years), older
leaky fixtures – any reason which might cause a fixture to lose water from its trap. These are rare but we need
to cover all bases. So – a toilet flush or two and running water from each sink should do the trick.

What should I do if I have pets and will not be home during smoke testing?
The smoke is not harmful to pets. It would be a good idea to leave several windows partially open for
ventilation, should any smoke enter your home. If you have proper plumbing connections and all of the drain
traps have water in them, there should be no smoke entering your home.

Is the smoke harmful to humans or furnishings?
No. It may make you cough, but it is not harmful to your health or clothing, drapes and furniture.

What should I do if smoke gets into my home and how long will it take to clear?
If smoke enters your home during testing, please notify the crew performing the test outside immediately.
Open windows to allow ventilation and note the location of the smoke. Smoke inside your home can help
identify bad plumbing connections or a cracked seal around a toilet. Smoke alarms may sound. The smoke will
clear quickly but the amount of time required will depend upon how much smoke enters your home and how
much ventilation you can provide.

Who will conduct these tests?
The Village has retained CT Consultants to manage the testing. All vehicles and crew members will be easily
identifiable by the CT Consultants company logo.

Can smoke cause problems in the sanitary sewer system?
No. The smoke is a vaporous substance that is blown through the system to detect leaks and stormwater
inflow defects. The material safety data sheet for the smoke is available by contacting the following person.

Who do I contact if I have other questions or concerns about smoke testing?
CT Consultants
Brian Schubert – 330-272-0290
bschubert@ctconsultants.com

Village of Metamora (Monday – Thursday: 8am-4pm)
Village of Metamora Office – 419-644-2051
vmetamora@gmail.com

